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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  mie 
STO /MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


A pnua.  1_ R a  oo rt  of  th c  Me_ i_c al 


Officer  of  Health. 


l  have  the 
Medical  Officer 


honour  to 
of  Health 


present  the 
for  1955= 


Annual  Report  of  the 


VITAL  stat: 


:stics  . 


a  4- 

is 


T  e  p  o pu jl  at  i  c  n  ha c-* 
andarlised  Birth  Rate 
at: 1 i  Below  tint  of 


remained  almost  stationary. 
(14.43)  shows  a  slight  rise, 
Eng] and  and  W  ale  s  ( 1 5 . 0 ) . 


The 

hut  it 


Only  two  still-Lirths 
children  under  the  age  of 
were  under  four  weeks  old 
Neonatal  deaths. 


occurred  during  the  year,  and  two 
one  year  died.  Both  the  latter 
and  were  therefore  classified  as 


There  was  an  '  nrrco.se  of 
deaths  recorded,  and  this  has 
Rate  to  rise  to  10.57,  hut  if 
England  and  '/ales,  which  is  11 
there  was  the  greatest  in  ore as 
Heart  Disease. 


23  in  the  total  number  of 
caused  the  Standardised  Death 
is  still  less  than  the  rate  for 
.7.  The  condition  in  which 
e  in  the  number  of  deaths  was 


No  case 
There  was  an 
No  other  epi 


O' 


P; 


epidem 
domic 


i omyc 1: t is  o c eurre d  during  the  ye ar 
ic  01  “ 

of  notifiable  disease  occurred 


Measles,  and  114  cases  were  notified 


The  most  important  landmark  of  the  year  with  regard  to 
Public  Health  is  the  start  of  work  on  the  planning  of  the 
Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  The  demolition  and 
replacement  of  substandard  houses  which  has  been  almost 
entirely  in  abeyance  during  and  after  the  War  years  may  now 
be  proceeded  with.  One  of  the  foundations  of  good  health 
is  good  housing.  We  cannot  produce  healthy  citizens  out 
of  unhealthy  houses,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we 
can  at  last  get  to  grips  with  this  problem  of  the  unfit 
house  which  is  the  source  of  so  much  ill-health,  so  much 
drudge r r,  an e  so  much  unhappiness  to  the  people  who  live 
there , 


us  in  previous  years  I  should  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  good  work  and  co-operation  of  Mr. Fisher, 
and  his  Assistant,  Mr.  Uhiteley.  The  start  of  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  has  meant  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  Department,  but  this  has  been  carried  out  most 
eff iciently . 

The  Clerk  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council,  and 
members  of  the  Staff  have  been  most  helpful  and  co-operative 
at  all  times. 
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GENERAL  STATISTI CS . 


Are si  «  »  •  «  «  .  »  «  . 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year 
Home  Population,  Registrar  . . . 
General ' s  Figure ) .  ...  ... 

Inhabited  Houses.  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value.  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 


1, 696  acres . 


7, 560. 
2,473. 
£51, 422. 
£198. 


BIRTHS .  (Registrar  General's  figures) . 
LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Pnial 

X  N-/  U  0  9  0  9  9  0  0  9  9  0  0  9 

Legitimate ...  ...  ...  .. 

Illegitimate.  ... 

BIRTH  RATE 


M.  F.  Total. 

56.  51.  107. 

54.  47.  101. 

2 .  4 .  6 . 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population. 
Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  &  Vales. 
Comparability  factor. 

Standardised  Birth  Rate. 


=  14.15 
=  15.0' 

-  1.02. 

=  14.43 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


M.  P.  Total. 


Total. 

Legitimate . .  . 
Illegitimate . 


1.  1,  2. 

1.  1.  2. 


RATE  ;  -- 


Per  1,000  total  live 
do. 


and  still  births. 
England  &  Vales. 


-  18.35 
=  23.1 


INPANTILE  MORTALITY  (Under  one  year). 


1 0  u  al. .  co. 
Legitimate . . . 
Illegitimate . 


M.  P.  Total. 

1.  1.  2. 

1.  1.  2. 


DEATHS  OP  INPANTS  UNDER  POUR  WEEKS  OP  AGE, 


Tot  al .  ... 
Legitimate . .  . 
Illegitimate . 


INPANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Per  1,000  live  births. 

do.  England  &  Wales. 


M.  Pc  Total. 

1 .  1 .  2 . 

1.  1.  2. 


=  18.7 
=  24.9 


2. 


Total, 


DEATHS .  (Registrar  General's  figures) . 


M.  P. 

ALL  CAUSES,  47.  38.  85. 


DEATH  RATE 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  home 

population 

11.  24 

Per  1,000  home  population  -  England 

&  /  ales.  = 

11.7 

Comparability  factor. 

= 

0.94 

Standardised  Death  Rate. 

— 

10.  57 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 

Total 

Total 

M. 

P. 

1955. 

1954. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

• 

1. 

1. 

9 

do.  other. 

“ "  • 

1. 

1. 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases . 

1. 

*"*  • 

1. 

"  9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

2. 

do.  lung, bronchus . 

5. 

—  0 

5. 

2. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms . 

2. 

2. 

4. 

3. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

””  « 

“ ”  « 

“  9 

1. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

3. 

5. 

8. 

5. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

10. 

2. 

12. 

15. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

6. 

Other  heart  disease. 

11, 

14. 

25. 

11. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3. 

1. 

4. 

2. 

Influenza. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

9 

Pneumonia. 

3- 

2. 

5. 

0 

<L-  9 

Bronchitis . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

G-astro-enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

0 

"  0 

9 

1. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

— ♦ 

“  « 

”■*  0 

1. 

Congenital  malformations. 

1. 

“ *■  9 

1. 

» 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases . 

2. 

3. 

5. 

8. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

— . 

0 

”  0 

1. 

All  other  accidents. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

e 

Suicide . 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

Totals 

47. 

38. 

85° 

62. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30142489 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  DOR 


THE 


LAST  THREE  TEARS 


- - : 

1953. 

1954. 

1955. 

England 
&  V  ale  s 
1955. 

Lnhal  i e  d  H  o  u  s  e  rj , 

_  23941 

_2431.„ 

_2473.._ 

”*  o 

Population  (Registrar 

Cano r al !  s  f  igure s ) . 

_74331. 

r_7530_.__ 

_7560_._ 

““  9 

Li  3  3  .I’ths  c 

__103.. 

_1021_ 

__1071_ 

3  f;  o n d a 3* d i s  e d  Dirt h  R a.t  e 
per  1.000  population. 

14.83 

13.82 

14.43 

15.0 

;  Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year. 

4. 

5. 

9 

C —  9 

o 

Infantile  Mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  biribs. 

38.3. 

49.01 

18.7 

24.9 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
per  1  000  population. 

8.  6, 

7.7 

10.  57 

11.7 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


' Excluding  Tuberculosis )  -  Compiled  from 
notifications  received. 


-  ^ 

Ages 

0 

Admit¬ 
ted  to 
Kosp- 
_ital£__ 

!i 

Diseases.  i 

* 

1  i 
» 

-  — i 

„  ,  1 
i  /  i 

All 

•j  •  ! 

,j/  j 

U- 

5/ 

'y 

10/ 

14- 

15/ 

24 

25 

Total. 

Deaths . 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

*—  0 

i 

i 

i 

i 

0 

1 

I 

-.1 

1 

_1_  o 

■“  • 

O 

—  c 

1. 

0 

• 

Wh" oping 

8. 

Cough . 

“■  o 

4. 

2. 

r\ 

a. 

■*“*  0 

9 

— *  o 

™  • 

• 

- - - 

_ 

_ 

- -  -  - 

_ 

- - 

- - 

- - - 

Measles. 

L. 

1  '1 

14. 

34. 

—  <1 

1. 

114. 

1. 

**“  • 

Pood 

i 

^ - 

Pois onl ng. 

i-  - 

t 

1 

j 

9 

• 

5. 

5. 

• 

• 

Infective 

| 

j 

i 

j 

1 

Hepatitis . 

j  -« 

1  -• 

• 

9 

1. 

0 

1. 

2. 

-  0 

*■**  • 

To 

tale 

O 

0 

130. 

1. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Primary  Injections,  1955. 
"Booster"  Injections,  1955. 


=  90. 

=  144. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary. 
M.  *  P. 


(i)  New  Cases  notified, 
(ii)  Ages  of  new  cases  ;- 
Pulmonary.  (Lungs). 


D 

D  • 


Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

2.  2. 


1  Male , 

3  Pemales, 

Non-Pulmonary , 

2  Males. 

2  Pemales. 


38  years. 

27,  44  and  77  years. 


4  and  6  years. 

3  and  70  years . 


( lit) 


Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  as  recovered' 
during  the  year  s- 


2 


.monary . 


3  Non-Pulmonary. 


1  Male. 

1  Pemale. 

1  Male . 

2  Pemales. 


28  years. 
38  years. 

40  years. 
14  and  50 
ye  ars . 


(iv)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  Register  by  removal  to 
other  Districts  or  by  death"  during  the  year 


To  othe r  districts 

Pulmonary. 
Ncn-Pulmonary « 

By  Death  s - 

Pulmonary. 

N o  n-Pulmona ry . 


1  Male. 
1  Male. 


1  Pemale, 
1  Pemale, 


35  years. 
6  years. 


77  years. 
70  years. 


(v)  Cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Pulmonary.  _ 

Total.  M.  F.  T 

26.  5.  11.  16 


M.  P. 
16.  10. 


Non-Pulmonary . 

M.  P.  Total. 


SECTION  47  OP  TH5  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Porraal  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  one  elderly  woman  who  was  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  She  remained  as  a  voluntary  patient 
for  ten  weeks,  after  which  she  returned  home. 


5. 


..  ...  . 


. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  public  water  supply  in  this  District  is 
wholesome,  and  routine  tests  carried  out  on  it  at 
intervals  throughout  the  year  show  it  to  be  pure  and 
free  from  germs. 

In  common  with  neighbouring  areas  of  Suffolk  the 
water  in  Stowmarket  is  very  hard  (29°  Clarke)  and  contains 
a  considerable  amount  of  iron.  Neither  of  these 
conditions  is  in  any  way  injurious  to  health,  but  the 
iron  often  causes  the  water  to  be  unattractive  in 
appearance,  whilst  the  hardness  sorely  tries  the  patience 
of  the  housewife  when  she  does  the  weekly  wash. 

A  certain  amount  of  softening  has  been  done  at  the 
source  of  the  town  water  supply,  (but  this  has  had  to  be 
temporarily  die cont inued )  and  some  of  the  iron  is  also 
removed.  Present  restrictions  on  expenditure  make  it 
impossible  to  effect  any  further  improvements  at  the  present 
time . 


To  sum  up  it  can  be  said  that  the  Stowmarket  water 
is  safe  to  drink,  but  not  always  beautiful  to  look  at. 


FOOD. 

Information  under  this  heading  is  given  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector's  report. 

SEWERAGE. 

Work  on  laying  sewers  in  Onehouse  Road  and  Ore e ting 
Road  has  been  commenced. 

Further  details  of  Stage  II  of  the  new  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  during  the 
year  under  review. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 

Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572 
is  attached. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


6. 


STOP  MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STO'  /MARKET . 

September,  1956. 


To  The  Chairman  end  Members  of  the 
STO '/MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspe ctor. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annuel  Report  for  1955,  this  being 
my  tenth. 

There  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  the  amount 
of  work  carried  out,  chiefly  in  connection  with  Meat 
Inspection  and  housing.  As  will  be  seen  later  in  the 
report,  the  number  of  animals  passing  through  the  three 
Slaughterhouses  was  125/°  above  the  1954  throughput;  97.6 
of  these  were  inspected,  those  not  inspected  being 
during  January  when  I  was  working  single-handed.  Since 
February,  when  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  took  up 
duty,  a  lOOfo  inspection  has  been  maintained,  and  I  would 
here  place  on  record  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
Mr.  'hiteley  has  carried  out  this  work.  It  has  entailed 
many  hours  outside  normal  working  hours  for  both  of  us, 
including  practically  every  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening 
and  Sunday,  which  we  share  alternatively,  throughout  the 
year. 

A  start  was  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
Part  I  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  details 
of  which  are  given  under  the  heading  "Housing".  Only  one 
enquiry  was  received  under  Part  II  of  the  Act , relating 
to  Repairs  Increases,  but  it  was  not  pursued.  A  number 
of  enquiries  were  received  regarding  improvement  Grants 
under  the  Housing  Act, 1949,  and  grants  were  made  in 
four  cases. 

The  day  to  day  routine  work  has  been  maintained, 
and  is  briefly  set  out  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


HOUSING, 


( a )  New  Houses.  (Statistical,  and  not_  actual  work  of 

the  Department") . 

During  the  year  thirty-two  Council  houses  were 
completed,  and  fourteen  were  under  construction  at  the 
close.  Nine  houses  were  completed  by  Private 
Enterprise,  and  nine  were  under  construction  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 


1. 


( b )  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Parts  II  a nd  1 1 1 . 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  -  Fart  I_. 

A  preliminary  survey  having  been  carried  out,  a 
return  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  estimating  that  there  were  90  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  that  a  period 
of  5  years  would  be  required  for  dealing  with  these. 

Detailed  inspections  of  fifty-three  properties  were 
carried  out,  and  the  decisions  reached  were  as  follows 


Situation. 

No .  of 
Houses . 

No. 

occup¬ 

ied. 

Action  proposed. 

1  -  11, Regent  Street. 

6. 

5. 

To  be  included  in 
1956  Clearance 
Programme . 

61  -  63, Union  Street. 

2. 

2. 

do . 

3-7,  Union  Street. 

3. 

1. 

do . 

88  -  92,  Union  Street. 

3. 

1. 

do . 

77  -  79,  Bridge  Street. 

2. 

1. 

do . 

1  -  23,  Spring  Row. 

12. 

10. 

To  be  included  in 
the  5  year 
programme . 

15  -  17,  Needham  Road. 

2. 

2. 

do . 

1-19,  Ham  Row. 

10. 

10. 

Deferred  for  later 
consideration. 

84  -  86,  Union  Street. 

2. 

1. 

do. 

2  -  12,  Stricklands  Road 

.  6. 

6. 

do. 

36  -  38, Ipswich  Street. 

2  ur 

loccupied 

dv 

o\ 

rollings 
rcr  Shop. 

do. 

7,  Church  7 allc. 

1. 

1. 

do. 

26  -  28, Ipswich  Street. 

2. 

1. 

Closing  Orders 

over 

Shops . 

under  Section  12 
Housing  Act, 1936. 

It  was  further  decided  to 

proceed 

to  Closing  Orders 

under  Section  10  of  the 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act, 1953,  in  respect  of  the 

following 

unoccupied  houses  included  in  the  above 

No.  79,  Bridge  Street. 

No.  11,  Regent  Street. 

Nos.  3  and  17,  Spring  Row. 

Action  was  pending 
close  of  the  year. 

in  all 

the  above  cases  at  the 

Forty  eight  houses  were  rendered  fit  during  the 
year  as  a  result  of  Informal  action  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts. 


2. 


J 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  -  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS . 


Twenty  four  enquiries  were  dealt  with.  Six 
formal  applications,  one  of  which  was  for  the 
conversion  of  a  house  into  two  flats,  were  received, 
and  of  these  three  were  not  granted  -  one  because 
the  work  had  already  been  carried  out,  and  two  not 
being  considered  suitable  properties  upon  which  to 
make  a  grant.  Grants  amounting  to  £478.  8.  9d  were 
agreed  in  respect  of  two  houses  and  two  flats. 

MO VI ABLE  DWELLINGS . 

Five,  licences  to  station  and  use  moveable 
dwellings  and  four  renewals  of  licences  v/ere  granted. 
Four  only  were  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


OVER CROW DING. 


No  cases  of  overcrowding  came  to  notice. 


AGEE  PERSONS  LIVING  IN  UNSATISFACTORY  CONDITIONS. _ 

Three  cases,  involving  four  aged  persons,  have 
been  the  subject  of  some  concern,  and  close  liason 
has  been  maintained  with  the  Welfare  Officer  in  an 
effort  to  help  these  distressing  cases.  Two  of  them 
have  been  under  observation  for  the  past  three  or 
four  years.  One  woman  living  alone  has  proved  very 

difficult.  She  is  not  so  in  need  of  care  and 

attention  as  to  bring  her  within  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  but  the  conditions  under 
which  she  is  living  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  other  case  is  also  of  a  woman  living  alone 
in  most  unsatisfactory  conditions.  In  June  she  was 
found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  was 
removed  on  a  Magistrate's  Order  to  Stow  Lodge  Hospital, 
where  she  remained  until  September,  the  house  being 
cleaned  in  her  absence.  Conditions  have  deteriorated 
again  since  her  return,  and  they  are  not  likely  to 
improve . 

Both  these  women  refuse  to  voluntarily  enter  a 
Home,  and  apart  from  keeping  an  eye  on  them  with  the 
V/ elf  are  Officer  there  is  little  tha.t  can  be  done  for 
them. 


The  third  case  was  of  a  husband  and  wife  who 
were  found  to  be  living  in  deplorable  conditions.  The 
wife  was  ill  and  had  to  be  removed  to  hospital, and 
after  much  persuasion  the  husband  also  consented  to 
go.  He  later  decided  to  give  up  the  tenancy  of  the 
house  and  remain  in  hospital.  The  house,  which  was 
filthy,  was  cleaned  by  the  Council's  men. 
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POOD. 


No  efforts  have  Noon  spared  to  protect  the  public  so 
far  as  possible  from  unsound  food.  This  work,  as  has 
already  been  remarked,  necessitated, among  other  things, 
working  many  hours  outside  normal  working  hours  at  one  of 
the  Slaughterhouses,  but  it  is  only  by  so  doing  and 
inspecting  every  animal  killed  that  the  public  can  be 
adequately  protected.  Apart  from  these  extended 
slaughtering  hours,  the  Slaughterhouse  Licencecs  and 
Slaughtermen  have  co-operated  in  the  work,  as  have  the 
Occupiers  of  Pood  Premises  generally. 

'"/ork  under  this  heading  is  summarised  as  follows 
(a)  Meat  (Home  Killed). 

Details  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 
condemned  are  as  follows 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves. 

Sheep 
and 
lambs . 

Pigs , 

Number  killed. 

1594. 

418. 

431. 

4405. 

19835. 

Number  inspected. 

1592, 

417. 

431. 

4405. 

19364. 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  ce,rcases 
condemned. 

1 

3. 

2. 

7. 

10. 

13. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

208. 

99. 

1. 

214. 

671. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci. 

13.2  5 

24.22 

1.86 

5.09 

3.53 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

3. 

6, 

• 

““  • 

3. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

93. 

57. 

1. 

« 

560. 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

6.03« 

15.1 

0. 23 

0 

2.9 

Cysticercosiev 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

20. 

1. 

• 

c 

9 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
ref rigeration. 

20. 

1. 

““  • 

• 

—  9 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned. 

• 

• 

'  • 

• 

• 

4. 


■ 


. 

t 


No  horses  are  killed  in  the  District  for  human 
consumption. 

The  following  table  sets  out  inspections  and 
condemnations  during  the  past  four  years  i- 


(i)  .ANIMALS  KILLED. 

1952. 

195.3* 

1954. 

1955. 

Cattle . 

1,  672. 

1,  387. 

974. 

2, 012. 

Calves . 

910. 

1, 170. 

339. 

431. 

Sheep. 

2,477. 

2,745. 

2,177. 

4,405. 

Pigs . 

2,067. 

3,044. 

8,361. 

19,835. 

Totals  2- 

7,126. 

8,346. 

11,851. 

26, 683 • 

(ii)  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 

CONDEMNED. 

lbs . 

lbs . 

lbs. 

lbs . 

Me  at . 

13,537*. 

8,  6914. 

11, 586. 

20,783. 

Offals. 

Meat  &  Offals, from 

9, 6814. 

8,737. 

6,191. 

13, 248$. 

other  Districts. 

oo 

UJ 

m 

59. 

493*. 

286. 

Imported  Meat. 

1364. 

135. 

0 

(Mi)  PERCENTAGE  OP 

ANIMALS  INSPECTED 

AFFECTED  WITH 

DISEASE. 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis . 

Cattle,  excluding 

Cows . 

23.57 

20.12 

14.74 

13.25 

Cows . 

16.84 

18.78 

24.  3 

24.  22 

Calve s . 

1.87 

— 

2.  66 

1.86 

Sheep  and  Lambs. 

1.49 

1.53 

2.  66 

5.09 

Pigs . 

4.35 

0.09 

4.  62 

3.53 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Cattle,  excluding 

Cows . 

3.93 

5.25 

4.36 

6.03 

Cows . 

14.97 

16.  4 

15.8 

15.1 

Calves. 

— 

— 

— 

0.23 

Pigs . 

3.29 

2.86 

3.22 

2.9 

Twenty  one  Cattle  were  found  to  he  affected  with 
Cysticercosis ,  against  thirteen  in  1954.  The  affected 
parts  were  destroyed,  and  the  carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration  for  twenty  one  days. 

The  percentages  of  animals  affected  with  disease 
compare  favourably  with  previous  years,  and  is 
considerably  lower  than  in  many  districts. 


5. 


( b )  T inn  ed  Fo o d s  , 

The  fol? owing  tinned  foods  were  condemned 


Tins , 

lbs . 

ozs . 

Fish. 

24. 

13. 

14i. 

Fruit, 

91. 

125. 

7. 

Meat. 

83. 

145. 

1. 

Milk. 

14. 

12. 

13. 

Bo ups , 

12. 

9. 

13*. 

Vegetables . 

63. 

2. 

Miscellaneous . 

2. 

1. 

'15. 

1 P ,  ;  T  n  '  c  » 

280. 

372. 

If:. 

( c )  fi?ot 


-  -  -  P  'i  Foods  condemned. 
It.  486  tons-. 


(  d )  Me t he d s posp.l  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  Meat  and  Offals  were  sold  to  the  Suffolk 
fat  end  lone  Company.  Cult on  Broad,  at  10/-  per  cwt.  for 
Carcase  Beef  end  5/~  per  cv/t.  for  other  material.  The 
proceeds,  leso  10$  for  administration,  are  paid  to  the 
owner e  0 o >. 0 c mod. 


Ill  condemned  meat  and  offals  are  stained  green 


before  leaving 


r:,A  Q  * 

ullc?  O. 


.aught erhouse s 


Tinned  foods  were  collected  and  buried  at  the 
Refuse  Tip, 


(  e )  Trans  perm  of  Meat ._ 

There  has  been  definite  improvement  in  the  vehicles 
and  the  methods  used  in  the  transport  of  meat,  but 
further  improvement  in  some  cases  is  possible  and  will 
continue  to  be  urged. 


( f )  Slaughter  ho  us  e_s_. 

Two  Slaughterhouse  licences  -  those  for  Turner's 
Garden  factory,  Bend  Street,  and  I'.H.hldis,  47,  Bury  Street 
were  renewed  until  jlst  duly,  1959,  and  that  for  P.H. Clarke, 
Co-operative  Society's  Slaughterhouse,  Bury  Street,  until, 
31st  December,  1956.  Me  licence  for  the  slaughter  of 
horses  has  been  applied  for,  and  there  are  no  Knackers’ 

Yards  within  the  Urban  District. 

One  Slaughterhouse  is  operated  by  a  Wholesale  Meat 
Trader,  which  supplies  Districts  as  far  away  as  Bromley, 
Kent,  as  well  as  many  other  outside  Districts;  a  second 
supplies  pig  carcases  to  a  very  wide  area,  as  well  as 
meeting  Its  own  needs;  and  the  third  is  owned  by  a  local 
Butcher  killing  mainly  for  his  own  requirements. 
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All  three  slaughterhouses  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  well  conducted.  There  have  been 
inf ringement,;  of  the  various  Regulations  from  time  to 
time,  but  I  wn  satisfied  that  these  have  not  been 
deliberate ,  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  resort 
to  formal  action.  Generally  the  Licencees  and  their 
Employees  have  been  found  ready  to  comply  with  all 
reasonable  -requirements,  and  their  co-operation  is 
acknowledged . 

The  through-put  of  the  two  larger  slaughterhouses  has 
been  heavy,  and  the  limited  hanging  spa.ee  has  resulted  in 
some  amount  of  overcrowding.  It  has  necessitated  frequent 
attendance  of  your  Inspectors  to  ensure  satisfactory 
inspe  ction. 


(g) 


SI 


a1  mriuCooa’ 


iiicencei 


were 


Nine  Slaughterman'  -s  Licences 
issued  during  the  year.  One 


eight  being  renewals  - 
application  was  refused. 


(h)  Milk. 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  Register  contained  five  Dairy 
Premises,  one  Wholesale  Distributor,  and  five  Retail 
Distributors.  One  Distributor  ceased  to  operate  during 
the  year. 


Pour  Tuberculin  Tosted  Dealer's  Licences,  and  four 
Pasteurised  Pcalers '  Licences  were  issued,  but  three  only 
of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter  Licencees  were  in 
business  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Dairy  premises  v/ere  visited  from  time  to  time,  but 
no  action  was  found  necessary. 

(  i )  I  co?  Ore  am. 

The  Register  of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
Ice  Cream  remained  unaltered. 


( j )  Food  Premises  generally. 

A  number  of  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  Pood 
Premises,  and  the  Market  Pood  Stalls  were  kept  under 
observation.  No  serious  inf ringement s  were  discovered. 
Informal  Not: ces  were  given  where  necessary,  and  these 
wore  complied  with. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Fifty  two  water  samples  wore  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  samples  taken  were  as  follows 

Eight  samples  of  seepage  water  in  Nos.  1  and  2  Wells 
at  the  Town  (Station  Road;  Waterworks .  Earlier  sampling 
of  this  water  was  referred  tc  in  my  report  for  1954.  A 
house  drain,  found  to  be  fractured  and  passing  close  to 
the  wells,  w as  diverted  and  samples  taken  thereafter 
became  progressively  better. 


. 


' 

. 


Sixteen  samples  from  the  rising  main  and  reservoirs 
at  Poplar  Hill  Waterworks.  These  followed  an  adverse 
report  on  a  sample  taken  from  a  service  off  this  supply. 

The  Water  Engineer  hp.d  the  reservoirs  cleaned,  the 
coverings  renewed,  and  coverings  fitted  over  the  coke 
filters,  and  subsequent  samples  were  reported  as 
satisf  act ory. 

Eleven  from  services  off  the  Town  (Station  Road) 
supply,  and  twelve  from  .ervices  off  the"  Poplar  Kill  supply. 
With  the  one  exception  referred  to,  all  were  reported 
"satisf actory,:  or  "very  satisfactory". 

One  sample  from  the  Poplar  Kill  supply  was  submitted 
for  Chemical  analysis ,  and  satisfactorily  reported  upon. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  Private  hells.  One  was 
found  satisfactory,  and  the  other  not  satisfactory.  The 
latter  was  closed. 


SWIMMING  POOL. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Swimming  Pool, 
and  two  from  the  Children's  Paddling  Pool,  and  all  were 
reported  as  "very  satisfactory". 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950* 

There  are  117  shops  of  various  kinds  in  the  Town. 

Ninety  visits  were  paid,  and  conditions  found  were  generally 
satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Sixty  one  visits  were  paid  to  Factories  and  Workshops, 
and  defects  found  on  thirteen  occasions.  ii:c  of  these  were 
remedied,  the  remainder  being  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the 

year. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1931. 

Two  premises  arc  registered  under  this  Act. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1931. 

One  licence  was  renewed. 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 


No  nuisances 
occurred. 


calling  for  formal 


action  have 


CONVENIENCES  AT  LICENSED  AND  PUBLIC  PREMISES 


-t  all  inspected  and  found  generally  clean. 


These  wer< 

In  a  few  instances  minor  repairs,  better  lighting,  or  better 
screening  was  called  for, 
the  owners  accordingly. 


and  informal  notices  served  on 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 


These  have  Been  kept  as  clean  as  possible,  hut  not 
being  under  constant  supervision  they  have  been  subjected 
to  considerable  damage,  misuse  and  abuse.  This, 
unfortunately,  is  common  everywhere,  and  is  a  sad  reflection 
on  the  mentality  of  the  people  of  both  sexes  concerned. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Never,  two  of  Infective  Hepatisis, 
and  two  of  Tuberculosis  were  investigated. 


POOP  POISONING. 

Pive  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were  investigated  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  specimens  were  collected 
and  despatched  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The 
foods  causing  the  poisonings  were  not  definitely  established. 

MEDICAL  RESEARCH  COUNCIL'S  .RESEARCH  INTO  POLIOMYELITIS  - 

VIRQLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS  OP  SEW ACE. 

The  final  batch  of  sewer  swabs,  taken  quarterly  for  the 
past  five  years  in  connection  with  the  Medical  Research 
Council's  investigations  into  Poliomyelitis,  were  taken  in 

July. 


PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Thirty  two  complaints  of  infestations  by  rats  or  mice 
were  received  and  dealt  with,  and  regular  surveys,  and 
treatments  where  necessary,  were  carried  out.  Two  sewer 
treatments,  one  of  which  was  also  an  extensive  Test  Baiting, 
were  carried  out,  but  very  little  evidence  of  rats  was 
found . 


The  number  of  treatments  and  the  "known  Kill"  were 

as  follows 


Treatments . 

Known 
Rats . 

Kill. 

Mice . 

Local  Authorities' 

Premises . 

18. 

201. 

18. 

Business  and  Industrial 

Premises . 

13- 

99. 

33. 

Private  Dwelling-houses . 

130. 

303. 

20. 

Totals  s- 

161. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1  CT\ 

1  o 

I  UJ 

|  • 

1 

1 

1 

II 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii  -j 

11  H 

I  • 

II 

II 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


This  service  has  continued  satisfactorily,  and  I  again 
place  on  record  the  generally  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
Refuse  Collectors  have  carried  out  their  work.  Occasional 
complaints  have  been  received,  but  as  often  as  not  the 
Collectors  have  not  been  at  fault. 
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A  further  thirty  two  refuse  tins  were  supplied  by  the 
Council,  bringing  the  total  issued  to  299.  ^Three  had  to 
be  replaced  and  written  off.  These  were  of  a  batch  of 
inferior  ungalvanised  bins,  the  best  obtainable  at  the  time. 
The  first  140  issued  will  have  more  than  paid  for  themselves 
during  the  coming  year.  _  One  bin  was  provided  privately, 
following  service  of  an  Informal  Notice. 

The  Refuse  Tip  at  Bury  Road,  and  that  at  the  Timber 
Company's  land  in  Creeting  Road,  have  been  kept  in  reasonably 
tidy  condition,  but  being  open  to  the  public  some 
disturbance  and  unauthorised  dumping  of  materials  occurs  from 
time  to  time. 


SALVAGE. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  continued,  and  resulted  in  a 
useful  contribution  to  the  rates  of  some  £400.  "  The  yield 

was  118  tons  1 6-j-  cwts.  ,  which  was  10.  757°  higher  than  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  ca,sh  yield  for  paper  was  £9o9.  2.  5d 
and  for  other  salvaged  materials  -  bones,  scrap  metal,  rags, 
etc.,  -  £31«  15.  0d,  a  total  of  £1,0.20.  17.  5d. 


COMPLAINTS . 

One  hundred  and  tv/enty  nine  complaints  were  received 
and  dealt  with. 


The  most  serious  and  causing  the  most  anxiety  were 
those  concerning  the  storage  and  drying  of  bones  and  the 
manure  pit  at  Turner's  Carden  factory.  ^  Complaints  continued 
throughout  the  three  summer  months,  and  eventually  Lie 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Clerk,  Lu 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  I  met  Mr.  Turner  anc.  His 
Manager  to  discuss  what  could  best  be.donc  to  overcome  he 
difficulty.  The  firm  expressed  willingness _ to^do 
anything  that  wa 


o  AjJJ.  u  ^  •  ■  - , 

onably  possible  to  obviate . complaints 


The 


discontinuance  of  the  storage  ol  bones  m  this 

.  -I  11  -  _ “I  -  _  T 


area 
ver  to  the 


would  appear  to  provide  the  only  complete  an s'  .  , 

trouble,  but  it  is  questionable  if  under  all  the  circumstances 

this  could  be  insisted  upon. 


NOTICES. 

One  Statutory  Notice,  under  Section  o3  01  the  lublic 
Health  Act,  1936,  was  served.  It  was  not  complied  with, 
the  occuoiers  having  been  removed  to  Hospital,  anc.  the 
work  was" carried  out  by  the  Council's  workmen. 


One  hundred  and  thirty  five  Informal  Notices  were 
given, 

"Time  and  place"  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of 
four  unoccupied  houses  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  and  on 
two  owners  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  the  hearings  of  these  were  pending  at  the  close 

of  the  year. 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  report  briefly  covers  the  main  activities 
of  the  Department  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
considerable  time-  is  spent  in  interviews,  giving 
advice  on  various  matters,  collecting  and  despatching 
specimens  to  the  Laboratory,  Office  work  etc.  etc.  Most 
results  arc  achieved  by  informal  action,  and  compartively 
little  comes  to  the  direct  notice  of  the  Council. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
appreciation  of  the  continued  support  of  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  the 
Council  members  generally,  and  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  Chief  Officers  and  their  Staffs. 

I  would  particularly  thank  Dr.  It. M.  Harding,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  her  co-operation  and 
support,  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Whitoley,  the  Additional 
Inspector,  for  his  loyalty  and  help. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J. 


S. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  and 

Pood  Inspector  and  Salvage  Officer 
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